Sample Syllabus EVERGLADES ECOLOGY

Valencia Community College Course Number: BSC - 2062  3 credit hours

Course is officially scheduled for: Check when the course is offered under the tab Current Students: Courses Offered
This is a concentrated, elective science college course that is taught in a short amount of time. Textbook, copy of this syllabus and a computer is required to start this course.

The Everglades Handbook: Understanding the Ecosystem Third Edition 
Author: Thomas E. Lodge ISBN: 978-1-4398-0262 Copyright Date: 2010 



Available at the Winter Park Campus only. 
Check for bookstore hours at http://www.valenciacc.edu/bookstore/ 
Professor: Cindy Connery Boone

Email: within Blackboard course in the Mail section in the left column

Before the course starts you may email me at cboone@mail.valencia.edu
Internet sites:


These sites will help you with Blackboard and the Respondus Lockdown browser: (HINT: Look at these sites before starting the class will help you.)
To enter the class  (Copy this link into the address internet bar of your browser.)


https://online.valenciacc.edu/webct/entryPageIns.dowebct

Blackboard Valencia Online 101 (Copy this link into the address internet bar of your browser.)

http://learn.valenciacc.edu/webapps/portal/frameset.jsp?tab_tab_group_id=_2_1&url=%2Fwebapps%2Fblackboard%2Fexecute%2Flauncher%3Ftype%3DCourse%26id%3D_1310_1%26url%3D

Respondus Lockdown Browser


http://www.youtube.com/user/ValenciaLTAD
Copy this link to download the lockdown browser:

http://www.respondus.com/lockdown/information.pl?ID=544314337 
My email response time: within 48 hours

I do not have a campus office. The only way to communicate with me during this course is within Blackboard. Before the course starts you may email me at cboone@mail.valenciacc.edu. Please be patient. There are 27 students in this course, sending me emails. There are no dumb questions. But, I do ask you to please, read my mails, announcements, AND THIS SYLLABUS.

Email etiquette: I request that you always address emails, to your classmates and me, with proper beginning and ending salutations.

Examples: Dear Professor Boone, or Hello Sara, Sincerely, Your name or Best regards, Your name

I feel that in this day of text messages, tweets, et cetera, there is a lack of respect in our writing. If you are too casual in writing to me, I will redirect you to please show respect when writing. Respectfully submitted, Professor Boone

To start this Blackboard online course, choose one of the following options:

Option 1 
•Log into Atlas at http://valenciacc.edu/ 
•In Quick Links go down to online classes 
•Enter your Valencia User ID and password •Select your online class

Option 2 
•Directly enter URL web address: http://online.valenciacc.edu 
•Enter your Valencia User ID and password 
•Select your online class
Meeting Places: None This is a Blackboard course with no on campus classes or assessments. I never know where I am going to be. I have taught this class from all over the world. Just like you, if I can get high speed internet then I can be a part of the class. So get online and join the fun of learning about our Everglades!

Prerequisites/Co-requisites: none
Computer Requirements: High speed Internet is a must!

You will be: 
•Observing digital images watching videos/pictures 
•Loading a lock down browser before taking the first quiz.

If you have had computer problems with taking online tests on your computer in the past you probably will have problems with this class too. Therefore, you may need to plan on taking the quizzes and tests on campus computers at the library or computer labs. All tests and quizzes are timed. Hint: Empty your cache. OK, I have no idea what that is. But, every time I have a problem they say, empty my cache, and it works!
NEED ASSISTANCE: Professor Boone is not a computer/blackboard expert

Do not worry these people are experts.

•Blackboard Help Desk: 407-582-5600 24/7 

•Email Http:Webcthelp.valenciacc.edu/ Toll free 1-866-749-8236 24/7 

•Atlas help desk is 407-852-5444 M-F 9-5

!!!!!!!!You Must Have A Computer Back-up Plan!!!!!!

What Do I Do If My Internet Or Computer Fails?

- GO to the nearest Valencia Campus Library or Student Computer Lab 
- GO to the nearest Public Library 
- Warning public libraries or your workplace are not going to let you download the lockdown browser. Also note there are usually time limits at the public library. 
- GO to your neighbor’s or family member’s house 
- Borrow the laptop from the guy sitting next to you at Starbucks :)
- Do not procrastinate because the assessments and tests have time deadlines.
•You will be taking a timed quiz after each chapter. Then you will take a time test over several of these chapters at one time.

•There is a 5 point deduction for every 24 hours your assignments are late. 

Because of how Blackboard is set up there cannot be any makeup or late assessments.  (Assessments are quizzes, tests and the final exam.)

If you go past the time limit on assessments your grade will be dropped to a zero. Blackboard provides a one-minute warning. If you go past the time limit the score will be zero. Blackboard will tell you the assessment needs to be graded. So then I will have to exam the quiz/test/exam and will learn you went over your time and you score will become zero. So the lesson here is do not go over the time limit. 
Another helpful hint: Please, cut and paste your work into the submission box for any assignments. If you use an attachment this triplicates how long it takes to grade yours and your fellow classmates answers. Plus it eats up memory in my computer.
How to score big in this class?

•Read each chapter in the book. 
•Read the "What you will learn in this module " statement/questions. 
•Answer each chapter’s statements/questions before taking the quiz. 
•Look at what you missed and then retake the quiz. Each quiz has 10 to 20 questions. You may take it twice. The highest score will be recorded in you’re “My Grades”. Wait  4 hours before you can take the second quiz. This is to give you time to study. The questions for the second quiz can be different because the computer is selecting from a bank of 20 questions from each chapter. 
•After each quiz, record or highlight the important points you were quizzed on. Before you go to take the test review all your highlighted notes, reread your answers and

quiz yourself, then go with notes in hand and take the timed test. 
• Be sure to leave a note on the door where you are taking quizzes and tests, to keep
people from disturbing you.  

Now, go forth with confidence you are ready to let me know what great things you have learned about the Everglades!

Hint: There is a 5 point deduction for every 24 hours your assignments, discussions are late :)

You must have your textbook, Third Edition. It is not possible to succeed in this course without it.

Timeline for this course

I broke this course down into every other day to help you organize your time.

Complete all Chapter quizzes before the release day of the test over those chapters. Complete all quizzes, tests and the final exam before 10:30pm of the deadline day. Wait four hours before taking the chapter review quiz a second time. 

Hint: Do not try to do all of this on the same day. What will you have learned? I know when and how long you took every quiz and test.
Day 1 Course Entrance Quiz before Starting the Modules (Chapters)

To take the quiz you will need the following:

· Download Respondus lockdown browser

· Enter the course via the Respondus Lockdown Browser

· Textbook have it with you

· Syllabus print it out and have it with you

Successful completion of quiz with a perfect score allows you to enter the learning modules.
Day 3 Introduction to the Everglades - Everglades National Park Module
Answer Review Questions in the Everglades Introduction Assignment and submit via cut and paste. 
Day 5 Chapter 1 An Ecosystem Overview p. 3-19 (17 pages) 
Day 7 Chapter 2 The Everglades in Space and Time p. 21- 31 (11 pages) This is a

complicated chapter because you may not be familiar with geological terminology. I recommend you make many notes, as you read. Please do not panic because all the remaining chapters are much easier to read:)

Day 9 Chapter 3 Freshwater Marshes p. 35 – 54 (20 pages) 
Day 11 Chapter 4 Tree Islands p.55 - 67 (13 pages)

Participate in the First Online threaded Discussion (20 points) You have one week to complete. (Click on the discussion section on the left side of the course.) 
Day 13 Chapter 5 Tropical Hardwood Hammocks p.69 - 75 (7 pages)

Chapter 6 Pinelands p.77 - 82 (6 pages) 
Day 15 Last day to take Chapter Review Quizzes 1-6.

Day 17 Test 1 will be available at 1:00 a.m. You have 3 days to take test. Please be finished before 10p.m.
Day 19 Chapter 7 The Big Cypress Swamp p.83 - 96 (14 pages)

Chapter 8 Mangrove Swamps p.97- 105 (9 pages) 
Day 21 Chapter 9 Coastal Lowland Vegetation and Hurricanes p.107 - 114 (8 pages)

Day 23 Chapter 10 Estuarine and Coastal Marine Waters p. 115 - 126 (11 pages) 
Day 25 Chapter 11 Lake Okeechobee and Everglades Headwaters p.127-154 (28 pages) 
Day 27  Last Day to take Quizzes 7 – 11 Complete by 10pm

Day 29 Test 2 will be available at 1 a.m. You have 3 days to take Test 2. Please be finished by 10p.m.

Mid term point. 
Day 31 Chapter 12 Peripheral Ecosystems of the Everglades p.155 -180 (26 pages) Day 33 Chapter 13 Origins of the Flora and Fauna p.183 -190 (8 pages) 
Day 35 Chapter 14 Invertebrates p.191 - 201 (11 pages) 
Day 37 Chapter 15 Freshwater Fishes p.203 - 209 (7pages)

Day 39 Chapter 16 Marine and Estuarine Fishes p.211-215 (5 pages) 
Participate in Second Online threaded Discussion (20 points) You have one week to complete. 
Day 41 Chapter 17 Amphibians p. 217-220 (4 pages) 
Day 43 Chapter 18 Reptiles p. 221-235 (15 pages) 
Day 45 Chapter 19 Mammals p. 237-243 (7 pages)

Day 47 Chapter 20 Birds p. 245-266 (22 pages) 
Day 49 Last Day to take Quizzes 12-20

Day 51 Test 3 will be available at 1 a.m. You have 3 days to take this test. Please be finished by 10:00p.m. 
Day 53 Chapter 21 Synthesis Ecological Relationships and Processes in the Everglades Region p. 267-276 (10 pages) 
Day 55 Chapter 22 Man and the Everglades Part 1 p. 279-306 (29 pages) 
Day 57 Chapter 22 Man and the Everglades Part 2 p. 306-336 (30 pages) 
(10 quiz questions covering Chapter 22) 
Day 59 Last Day to take Quizzes 21-22

Day 59 Comprehensive Final Exam is available Submit Chapter Review Quizzes before taking Comprehensive Final Exam Take Comprehensive Final Exam before Saturday. There are no time extensions.
Day 61 is the official last day of class but your final must be finished by Saturday at 10:30pm

Assessments and Assignments:

Introduction entrance quiz (10 points) 
Assignment Questions for Introduction Everglades National Park Module-10pts
Chapter Review Quizzes (220 total pts) 22-10 questions

Tests (150 total) 3 - 50 question

Online Threaded Discussions (40 points) 2 – 20 points each

Comprehensive Final Exam 100 points

Total Points Possible: 530
Final Grade Determination: A = 530 - 477 B= 476 - 424 C= 423- 371
D= 370 – 345 F= 344 - 0

Course Description:

Elective non-lab science course designed to introduce students to the ecosystem of the Everglades. Students will learn the geology, climatology and hydrology of what makes the Everglades a unique, River of Grass. The course will include an ecological understanding of the interactions between the biotic and abiotic factors that influence the bio-diversity of the Everglades. The course will also include the impact of man on the Everglades.
Appropriate for the renewal of all Science and Elementary Education instructors. Check with the re-certification office in Tallahassee for your specific needs (1-800-445- 6739,8am-5pm).
Withdrawal Deadline to receive a W is check academic calendar.
Valencia Community College Student Core Competencies

Thinking critically and making reasoned choices by acquiring, analyzing, synthesizing and evaluating knowledge.

Reading, writing effectively.
CLAST Competencies

Reading skills (literal comprehension, critical comprehension). Mathematics skills (map reading). Writing skills (proper grammar, spelling and punctuation).

Web Room Polices:

I request respect of others' opinions in the web-site discussions. No profanity or insulting others. Please make a solid effort to use correct grammar and punctuation. Submit all assignments into the webct submission block of the assignment. If you are having difficulties then contact the webct help desk: 407-582-5600 or e-mail webcthelp@valenciacc.edu
Academic Honesty: Refer to the student handbook online

Academic Honesty Policy Number: 6Hx28: 8-11 http://www.valenciacc.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=193 All forms of academic dishonesty are prohibited at Valencia Community College. Academic

dishonesty includes, but is not limited to, plagiarism, cheating, furnishing false information, forgery, alteration or misuse of documents, misconduct during a testing situation, and misuse of identification with intent to defraud or deceive.

All work submitted by students is expected to be the result of the students individual thoughts, research, and self-expression. Whenever a student usage, wording, or organization from another source, the source shall be appropriately acknowledged.

Students shall take special notice that the assignment of course grades is the responsibility of the student’s individual professor. When the professor has reason to believe that an act of academic dishonesty has occurred, and before sanctions are imposed, the student shall be given an informal notice and an opportunity to be heard by the professor. Any student determined by the professor to have been guilty of engaging in an act of academic dishonesty shall be liable to a range of academic penalties as determined by the professor which may include, but not be limited to, one or more of the following: loss of credit for an assignment, examination, or project; a reduction in the course grade; or a grade of F in the course. At the option of the professor, the campus provost may be furnished with written notification of the occurrence and the action taken. If such written notice is given, a copy shall be provided to the student.

Students guilty of engaging in a gross or flagrant act of academic dishonesty or repeated instances of academic dishonesty shall also be subject to administrative and / or disciplinary penalties which may include warning, probation, suspension and / or expulsion from the College.

The student may appeal action taken by the professor under the provisions of either Policy 6Hx28:10-13 or 6Hx28:10-15 as determined by the nature of the action taken.

I realize that the idea of cutting and pasting information from the Internet seems harmless but it is a form of plagiarism. You must give credit to all information you take from the Internet. Be sure to include the date any information and ideas are taken from the Internet because Internet sites change. Submitting a paper you have already written for another class is also a form of self-plagiarism and is wrong. If you do chose to plagiarism. I will give you a failing grade for this course. I do not tolerate plagiarism.

I also expect you not to share information or questions that are on the Internet exams. 

Student Code of Conduct:

I follow the Student Code of Classroom Conduct Policy Number 6Hx28:8-03 http://www.valenciacc.edu/generalcounsel/policydetail.cfm?RecordID=180 
Students with disabilities: Students with disabilities who qualify for academic

accommodations must provide a letter from the Office for Students with Disabilities (OSD) and discuss specific needs with the professor, preferably during the first two weeks of class. The Office for Students with Disabilities determines accommodations based on appropriate documentation of disabilities (Winter Park Campus, Room 203, 407/ 582-6887).
Students Concerned About The Pressure Of A Timed Computer Test: Please, contact me, via the Blackboard mail, if you feel that you will need a longer amount of time to take a test/exam. I need you to notify me at least 6 days before the test/exam so that I can make the changes in the program.
Disclaimer: Changes in the syllabus and course schedule or any computer submission may be made at any time during the course by professor announcement. A revised syllabus may be issued at the discretion of the Professor.

I wish you well ,as you balance your home and work lives around this fast paced course on our Florida Everglades. Professor Cindy Boone
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